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The Lamplighter  
President’s Corner…  

Hello Sisters in Christ, 
 
We just finished holding our Fall Board Meeting at Mountain Vista Retirement         
Community. How blessed we are to have such a special place to hold our meetings! 
Mountain Vista is one of three such American Baptist facilities in the Denver area. 
 
At our board meeting, the conference and retreat committees met to plan and prepare   
for the events we will host next year. I admire these ladies who dedicate time to serve  
our state in this capacity. I work with the best of the best! 
 
I had the pleasure of attending the National Board Meeting in Portland, Oregon in June. 

And also attended Women's Day at the Mission Summit. It was impressive to see the ministries and missions 
represented at the Mission Summit. If you've never attended an AB Women's Ministries national event, I    
encourage you to go and be prepared to be blessed. Colorado was recognized at the board meeting for granting 
three scholarships this year in the amount of $6,000.00. 
 
My husband and I just returned this evening from visiting with our daughter. The subject of grace came up in 
our conversation. I think if we could truly grasp the meaning of grace that we would fall to our knees daily in 
thankfulness to the Lord of Grace and compassion. When we fail or falter, He does not. As the old hymn goes:  
. . . Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, Freely bestowed on all who believe! 
 
This past Sunday, Sept. 17th, on Women's Day - I was able to speak to both early and late services in my home 
church, First Baptist of Sterling, about AB Women's Ministries. I hope that you will also set aside a day to 
share with your churches about our ministries and how you will       engage them in giving in the months to 
come. 
 
I am now anxiously waiting for the Annual Gathering September 
29 & 30! We have so much to be thankful for, I can't wait to hear 
more about the Kingdom work in our region. The other day as I 
was driving in my van, I felt the Lord asking me, “Where would 
you want to be?” And my answer was, “Exactly where you have 
placed me. I want to be in the center of your will.” 
 
I hope to see many of you at First Baptist of Ft. Morgan for the 
Annual Gathering! 
 
Blessings, 
LaRose 
 

LaRose Karr, President 
970-580-4717 
larosekarr@gmail.com 
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White Cross 
 
During our committee meeting at State Board, we discussed the feeling from some that the 
White Cross   request for Colorado seemed more extensive than usual.  Being new to the 
State request, as a whole, I asked for help in answering those questions from Associations 
and local ABWM White Cross chairs and/or women in the churches involved.  It has always 
been left to locals to accept, or not, any or all of what is requested.  Whatever your church 
decides to do, and I ask that you do as much as you can and then a bit more-:),    I want to 
emphasize how vital our White Cross work to fill the requests is to the Stewart Community 
Baptist Church.   

And, this is an important message, with all of the fraudulent activity we are hearing about!  Although your  
request form does say that gift cards are accepted, we strongly suggest that checks be sent instead.....it 
does say checks are OK!  That seems to be the safest method when mailing what is, essentially, cash.  If 
you have already sent gift cards......you are really on the ball!!  No worries! 
 
We learned at the Board meeting that Cherry Creek (formerly Bonnie Brae) church in Rocky Mountain       
Association has a desire to join in the White Cross effort and that there might be churches who no longer 
have ties to the Region, but the women might still be interested in fulfilling a White Cross request. 
 
Please let your Association White Cross chair or me know if there is interest from another church. 
We need one another! 
 
Fran Lambert 
1136 Wabash St., #26, Ft Collins, CO 80526 
lambdf@comcast.net 
H) 970-690-4294 

Colorado AB Women’s Ministries Board in action - We listen, We learn, We act 
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Looking for counterpart information from the national Executive Committee of  

American Baptist Women’s Ministries?   

Are you a leader in women’s ministries and need more ideas?   

SUBSCRIBE TO LEADER’S READER! 

Each issue has counterpart information, news and events happening nationally, “Ideas that Work” sent in by 

women like you, program suggestions, and much more!   

Published six times a year: September, November, January, March, May, July.   

Available free by email. Subscribe by sending an email to info@abwministries.org, with “Subscribe to Leader’s 

Reader” in the subject line. (Please also give us your full name to make our record-keeping easier. We do 

not share this list with any other organizations.) If you have email but some of your colleagues in ministry do 

not, please consider sharing your Leader’s Reader with them! Also available for free on our website at 

www.abwministries.org. Download the PDF version of Leader’s Reader if you have the free Acrobat Reader 

program installed on your computer. (There’s a link to Acrobat Reader right on our website homepage.  

http://www.abwministries.org)   

Don’t have email? Leader’s Reader is also available in print. $15 per year subscription to cover the cost of 

printing and postage. Send your name and mailing address along with your check to Leader’s Reader,       

AB Women’s Ministries,  PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851. 

 

Highlights of September 2017 Board meeting 
 
Mountain Vista Retirement Community in Wheat Ridge again generously and graciously hosted our         
September Colorado ABW Ministries Board meeting on September 15-16.  Mountain Vista is one of our 
American Baptist Homes of the Midwest and provides care for a wide range of senior needs.  To thank them 
for their hospitality, we took an offering which will support their walk for the Alzheimer’s Association. 
 

President LaRose Karr made sure our weekend meetings were undergirded with devotional thoughts and 
prayers.  She shared photos and stories of her trip to the national board meeting and Women’s Day at the 
Mission Summit in Portland, OR in June.  She also gave us a Facebook tutorial as she reviewed how to use 
our Colorado AB Women’s Ministries Facebook pages. 
 

Scholarship Chair Jamie Johnson shared some ideas about how to be more connected to our scholarship 
applicants and recipients, and especially wants us to get the word out of the availability of our scholarship to 
potential college age young women who are members of our churches.  We are blessed to have the          
resources to offer three or four $2000 Jane Loring Jones scholarships for undergraduates each year, as well 
as having a Student Grant Fund for women over 25 pursuing education for Christian service.  A thank you 
letter was read from Abigail Conley, one of our Jane Loring Jones scholarship recipients.   
 

Our Retreat Committee met and has begun planning a women’s retreat for February or March.  Stay tuned 
for details.   
 

The Board approved the Conference Committee recommendation to hold our 2018 state women’s            
conference on June 8-9 at Calvary Baptist Church in Denver.  Save the Date and watch for more information. 
 

On Saturday morning, Dr. Steve VanOstran, Executive Minister of our Region, ABC of the 
Rocky Mountains, and Dr. Jeff Haggray, new Executive Director of American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies were special guests.  Steve shared highlights of what is going on in our 
Region now and promoted the ABCRM Annual Gathering to be held September 29-30 in 
Fort Morgan.  Dr. Haggray was visiting our Region to learn about AB churches and        
ministries in a Western region.   
 

Mary Beth Mankin, Secretary 
mbmankin545@gmail.com 
303-494-5582 

mailto:mbmankin545@gmail.com
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Treasurer 

I enjoyed a special family gathering earlier this month, and I still FEEL the afterglow of     
that get-together.   I’m trying to be supportive to a friend who currently has multiple        
problems, and I FEEL useful and useless at the same time.  How do I FEEL about my     
participation in ABWM?   

Many of us in ABWM enjoy the sense of family and belonging that we find in our circles,   
our churches, our state gatherings and our larger regional gatherings.  These connections      
remind us that we can do more together than any of us can do separately  --  and these   
connections help sustain us during times of busyness and periods of turmoil and through 
the “blahs”.         

Creating these connections requires funds.   Funds for our national ABWM office support its expertise in 
leadership development, programming, and assistance with special mission projects.   Funds for our         
Colorado ABWM enable us to participate in retreats and annual conferences at which we learn more about 
each other and about how we can individually or collectively make a difference in the world.  Funds for     
special projects allow our missionaries and related entities to effectively address certain identified needs in 
many areas of God’s world.  

If you have any questions about how to get your ABWM gifts to the desired place at the recommended    
time, please contact me and we’ll figure it out.   I welcome calls at work 303-708-1300, ext. 206 any weekday    
afternoon to about 6 PM.  Or call me at home on the weekend at 303-688-3443, or email me if that’s more 
convenient. 

As always, Association Treasurers should forward most offerings (other than Love Gift) to my address below, 
payable to American Baptist Women’s Ministries of Colorado (or some abbreviated version thereof).              
If you’re the treasurer of a local church ABWM whose Association is currently inactive, feel free to contact me 
about any questions or offerings.    Love Gift offerings should be sent directly from your church to ABCRM, 
rather than to me as Treasurer of Colorado ABWM.      
 
Thanks for all you do to support ABWM!  
 
Sharon Murphy 
P. O. Box 866 
Castle Rock, CO  80104 
Murphy@SMurphyLaw.com 
303-708-1300 x 206  W 
303-688-3443  H 

mailto:Murphy@SMurphyLaw.com
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Mission and Service  
 

 I just got back from Spain late Tuesday night and after being gone most of                 
September, I feel a little out of the “loop” as far as ABWM goes. I know that with 
Fall approaching we are all getting back into our routines and that includes ABWM 
groups. I assume that most of you have gotten your White Cross requests.  

Our state project this year is one that I think is very important to many of us and 
that is homelessness. This is a pretty broad focus which I think can be broken up 
in many ways. When I meet with my committee, we will decide would be best for 
the state to focus on. If you have any suggestions or ideas, please let me know 

and we will take them into consideration.  

On a single night in 2016, nearly half a million people were experiencing homelessness in the United 
States.  

To learn more about the American Baptist Women’s Ministries Mission Focus, go to abwminis-
tries.org. and then go to Mission Focus. On this website, they have resources for further study, and 
some suggested activities you might want to do with your ABWM group.  

I look forward to seeing how we can contribute to helping those who are homeless.  

Becky Worford  
beckygene@comcast.net  
8644 East Dartmouth Ave., Denver, CO 80231  
(303) 751-8823 

                                  Scholarship 
 

Greetings Sisters in the name of Jesus, 

This is a new chapter in the lives of our Jane Loring Jones scholarship recipients.  

As they enter college for the first time or returning to complete their program, let us 

pray God’s favor and blessing upon them.  The scholarship committee awarded 

three Jane Loring Jones scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year totaling 

$6,000 ($2,000 for each recipient).  Our 2017-2018 recipients were: 

Rebecca Bennett is a member of Calvary Baptist Church of Denver, Denver,   

Colorado.  She is attending Wartburg College majoring in Religion. 

Abigail Conley is a member of Delta First Baptist Church, Delta, Colorado.  She is attending Lamar 

Community College.  She is receiving her Associates degree in Horse Training and Management. 

Dejah Glover is a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  She is     

attending University of Colorado Colorado Springs and majoring in Health Science. 

Since 1956, $154,157 has been awarded in scholarships to 141 students.  Ladies, let’s give God all 

the praise and glory for being able to offer scholarships to women who desire to further their         

education. 

Dr. Jamie D. Johnson 
7661 E. Oxford Ave., Denver CO 80237 
jdjohn80014@yahoo.com 
720-879-2700 
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STUDENT 

 

GRANTS 
 

AVAILABLE 

 
 

 
STUDENT GRANTS OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES OF COLORADO ARE AVAILABLE TO WOMEN 

 
 

Who are 26 years of age or older on July 1. 
Planning to attend an accredited American Baptist University, College, or Seminary. 

An active member of an American Baptist Church in Colorado, 
and have a High School Diploma or equivalent, 

and/or Higher Education degrees as appropriate. 
 
 

For further information, contact the President of your local 
American Baptist Women’s Ministries, or 

 
Dr. Jamie D. Johnson 

Scholarship Committee 
720-879-2700 

jsjohn80014@yahoo.com 

Church and Community 

For nearly two years, our "Church and Community" subgroup has been focused on three pressing issues affecting our 
lives, our planet, God's creation and creatures. 
 

We are encouraged to continue to focus on these three areas for study                                                                
and appropriate action: 

• Immigration 

• Climate/Creation care 

• Racism 
 

May you be blessed as you study and contemplate these three critical areas. 
 

Beth Kieft 
2565 S. Cherry St.. Denver, CO 80222 
303-757-8379 
bethyj1135@yahoo.com 
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We often receive questions about hands-on mission projects for women and girls; sometimes we 
receive information in the office about projects that we want to be able to share with you as well. 
To make it easier for you to find this information, we've added a new page to our website. When 
you go to www.abwministries.org and hold your cursor over Mission Focus, you'll see "Hands-on 
Projects" appear at the bottom of the menu options. Click on it to find several great ideas! Some 
hands-on projects may be time-constrained so bookmark the page and check back frequently.

Hands-on Mission Projects on the National ABWM Website 

Love Gift 
 
 
LOVE IS IN THE AIR 
  
Well if is it’s not…it should be all the time!!  At our Colorado ABW Ministries 
Board  Meeting I reported that Love Gift offerings were at a total of $2,944 
through August of this year. Our goal is $5,000. 
I asked all to promote Love Gift in their churches…and “pop” a paper was 
placed  before me from dear Connie Mion from Sterling with some really          

      creative and fun  ideas!  
 

********  So here I go to share those ideas !  ******** 
 

• Have a NICE DRESS UP dinner in February (The Love Month)… this could be” Father –                
Daughter”, “Mother – Daughter”,” Families,” Grandmas and Grandpas w/ Grandkids…        
Have a “Love Gift “ Offering in place of what they might otherwise spend on a dinner out!! 

 
• Make Cards: People take some beautiful photos, Stamping, kids make from foam and gems 

or take old cards and cut up, paste onto new paper... New Cards!~ 
These can be purchased in church for special occasions and holidays! (What Fun ways to 
get everyone involved!) Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Valentines and Birthdays 
 

• Crafts: Make jewelry , bead work, fun art and frame, pet rocks and more!These can be sold 
for a donation following church or at the potluck or other dinners or events! 

  
**** Get creative and lets see if we can all get Love Gift in the air **** 

 
Aleta Purcell 
2014 Juniper Way 
Erie, CO 80516 
303-665-3298 
blondealeta@msn.com 

http://www.abwministries.org/
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Check out the AB Women’s Ministries Website! 
 

Ever wonder what is going on with AB Women’s Ministries?  Who your national officers are?     What 

resources might help you to plan a program or promote AB Women’s Ministries? 

Go exploring… See what you can find…  Help someone else learn about it…  
 

 Check out the AB Women’s Ministries website at 

www.abwministries.org  

Personal Development 

     I was very excited to attend my first board meeting in September 2017.  We had a great      
retreat committee meeting to discuss ideas of venues and themes for a winter retreat.  Some of 
the themes we talked about were Women’s Mental Health, Life Balance issues, and personal     
protection/safety.  We are working on getting some quotes and discussing them on a conference 
call sometime toward the end of October/beginning of November.  So there will be more exciting 
news to come on the retreat. 

 

     We also had a wonderful Personal Development meeting where we discussed ideas of how to 
get more involvement in the retreat.  One thought was doing a survey of the women at the 
Churches to see what type of retreat would interest them (e.g. at a camp, hotel, Church, etc.).  
Each of us should be asking these types of questions of the women around us to get an idea of 
what would garner the most support and involvement.   

     I think a key in this coming year is for all of us to bring as much information as we can to all 
the AB Churches in Colorado about what we do and what we are about.  The more women we get 
involved, there’s no limit to the great things we can do together.  I am excited to learn more about 
ABW myself and share it with every woman I know!   

  Thanks, 
Suzanne Johnston 

 

Suzanne@Johnstonmail.com 

Suzanne Johnston 
PO Box 4303 
Englewood, CO 80155 
303-549-0397 

http://www.abwministries.org/
mailto:Suzanne@Johnstonmail.com
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Vital Partners 
Our ministry with women and girls can't happen without you! 

Will you become a vital partner in our vital ministries?  

Vital Partners are individuals or groups that give regularly ($120 or more per year) to National    

Support of American Baptist Women's Ministries. Vital Partners give monthly, quarterly, or annually, 

and they may also set up automated giving by direct withdrawal from their bank account or credit 

card. Vital Partners have a vision for the future of AB Women's Ministries and financially support our 

work with women and girls. Your support of national AB Women's Ministries, whether great or small, 

collectively makes possible great things! 

"Training leaders, deepening my relationship with God 

and other women, and growing and expanding my gifts 

are part of the reasons that I love AB Women's Ministries 

and support Vital Partners." (Dianne from Iowa)  

As a Vital Partner in this ministry, your support will 

• Develop strong and exciting ministries with girls, building courageous and enthusiastic disciples of Jesus Christ. 

• Build a ministry dedicated to growing leadership skills in women, so they can create, plan, and           

implement ministry visions. 

• Empower American Baptist Women's Ministries to reach new heights in envisioning programs,           

producing resources for your ministries, and expanding ministries for young adult women. 

• Ensure the future of American Baptist Women's Ministries; today's funding reaches tomorrow's leaders! 

"Anything we can do to strengthen AB Women's Ministries is important. 

Our gifts will impact the next generation!" 

(Jan from South Dakota)  

Vital Partners Yearly Giving Levels 

Inspired by our mission statement, “AB Women’s Ministries is a Christ-centered ministry with a commitment 

to encourage and empower women and girls to serve God,” AB Women’s Ministries recognizes these Vital 

Partner yearly giving levels:  

 $120 - $499  Sustaining Partner 
 $500 - $999 Encouraging Partner 
 $1000+ Empowering Partner 
 
Become A Vital Partner 

To make a gift by credit card, click here to give a one-time gift from your credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American   
Express, or Discover).  

 

 
 

 

To make a gift by paper check, please mail it with your completed Vital Partners Pledge Form to: AB Women’s Minis-
tries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482. A receipt will be sent to you by email or regular mail. Please provide your 
email address. 
 
To give monthly or quarterly automatically from your bank account, please complete the "Automated Giving Plan" 
on the Vital Partners Pledge Form and mail it to: AB Women’s Ministries, PO Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482.             
A receipt will be sent to you by email or regular mail. Please provide your email address.  

Give Online 

https://secure.usaepay.com/interface/epayform/mNY9u6li2X09yK8P7e55mPjwChdbjJM1/
http://www.abwministries.org/resourceDetails.aspx?resourceDetailId=22
http://www.abwministries.org/resourceDetails.aspx?resourceDetailId=22
https://secure.usaepay.com/interface/epayform/mNY9u6li2X09yK8P7e55mPjwChdbjJM1/

