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For the majority of my life, I have lived in what is known as “tornado alley.”  

Despite living in that area of the country for about 40 years, I only have been an 

eyewitness to two tornados … both from the back side and at a great distance.  

And yet those famed “storm chasers” on the Weather Channel can see two or 

three tornados in a single afternoon!  

What gives? 

Am I somehow unworthy to see tornados?  Is 

there a “particular” something I have done that 

causes tornados to avoid me?  Why have I—

despite years of dwelling in an area where tor-

nados are known to strike—never seen them, 

and then these usurpers who travel into my 

hometown from outside the area are able to 

see so many? 

The answer, of course, is that the storm chasers 

put themselves in places where tornados are most 

likely to strike while I, despite being born in Kansas, usually go and seek shelter 

when tornado warnings are issued.  I don’t 

go out of my way to get into a place where 

tornados are likely to occur. 

I share all of this because lots of Christians 

talk about having been a believer for years 

but have never really experienced an inti-

mate encounter with the Divine.  They go to 

church and sing the songs, listen to the ser-

mons and maybe even join in on various mission projects.  They do what they 

have been told they are supposed to do outwardly, but still have never had that 

“close encounter”.   

What gives? 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded (Jas. 4:7-8, NIV). 

Continued on next page ... 
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Perhaps, like me and my tornados or Adam and Eve 

in the Garden, we hide from God and “run away” 

instead of putting ourselves in the places where we 

can best encounter The Divine.  Perhaps we know 

how Holy God is and how broken we are and our 

fear keeps us from being like little children who run 

to the one who loves them.  Perhaps we are like Mar-

tha and busy ourselves with many things when like 

Mary we should be seek-

ing the one thing that is 

important.  Perhaps like 

Zacchaeus we feel 

pushed back by the feel-

ings and rejection of oth-

ers in our life and must 

look for the passing of 

Christ from afar.  

Perhaps. 

The thing about it, 

though, is that some-

times if we are like Zac-

chaeus and do our best to 

come close to Christ, He 

will wade through the 

crowds and come close to 

you.   

Notice I’m tip-toeing here. 

You see these “break-through” moments are always 

driven by God and not by our own efforts.  But if we 

continue to dwell in the places where God is likely to 

show up … if we dwell in Scripture, if we work 

among the poor, if we feed the hungry and comfort 

the afflicted, if we spend time stilling our hearts and 

minds before God in prayer … listening and waiting, 

not just demanding; then maybe … even probably 

God will come close to you. 

In this bi-monthly issue (and throughout the year), 

we are trying to share some ways you 

might seek to come close to God … 

especially during the Lenten and East-

er celebrations.  There are several 

wonderful articles written by staff to 

suggest ways you can do this.  Mike 

Oldham shares some experiences in 

utilizing a Spiritual Director to come 

closer to God, and Kim Skattum 

shares some thoughts about keeping 

the Easter story “fresh.”  We’ve also 

shared some ways that ministers have 

worked to keep the Easter message 

alive and fresh. In fact, we have an 

interview with Pastor Cody Fulk of 

New Castle, Colo., who also has 

served in Uganda with his wife. 

We hope you will enjoy this new for-

mat, but even more we hope you will 

experience a “break through” of God’s presence in 

your life and in the life of your congregation. 

Pastor Steve Van O 

We want to hear from … you! Our region has just cre-

ated an on-line forum where pastors and worship 

leaders … you! … can go and share your comments, 

your thoughts, your questions, and your answers to 

living out ministry on the frontlines. 

We’ll have bi-monthly discussions on the newsletter 

topics, such as “What does ‘Resurrection’ ministry 

mean to me?” And, “How do we keep the Easter mes-

sage fresh, especially for the ‘regulars’ ?” 

So, what are you waiting for? Follow the below in-

structions to access our forum page from our 

ABCRM.org homepage, or simply type abcrm.org/

forum into your Internet browser. We need you! 

Go to our homepage. 

Click on “newsletter.” 

Then, click on “Share My Stories.” This will take you 

to our Newsletter Forum where you can share 

your thoughts, your advice, and your comments. 

Plus, you can follow other posts and authors—it’s like 

a good talk over coffee—except for the hot java! 

 How to submit your ministry stories 

 Calling … you!  Join the discussion with our new ABCRM Newsletter Forum 

http://www.abcrm.org/
https://www.abcrm.org/resources
www.abcrm.org
abcrm.org/forum
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Editors Note: Mike Oldham, our regional Ministry 

and Mission Coach for the Northern Front Range, 

Wyoming, and Southeastern New Mexico, recently 

asked the authors to reflect upon the mean-

ing and value of spiritual direction. 

Both Revs. Reed and DeMott are 

Spiritual Directors. Mike also 

wrote a personal article about 

the need for spiritual com-

panions as we walk 

through the frontlines of 

ministry (see pg. 9). 

Historically, spiritual 

direction has its roots in 

the Hebrew Scriptures 

and in early Christiani-

ty. The prophet Nathan 

provided counsel to King 

David. Mordecai offered 

wisdom for Queen Esther. 

And Ruth and Naomi were 

spiritual companions during a 

difficult life transition. 

Jesus served as a spiritual mentor to his disci-

ples. Ananias provided spiritual formation to Paul 

after his conversion on the road to Damascus. And 

later, we see Paul spiritually companioning Timothy, 

Titus, Priscilla, Aquila and others in their faith jour-

neys.  

A Spiritual Director, also known as a 

Spiritual Companion, is someone who 

walks with another person helping to 

identify and explore who and where 

God is in his or her life. Together, 

they attentively listen for God's invitations. The Holy 

Spirit is the true director. The role of the Spiritual Di-

rector is to: 

• Attentively listen to the other person. 

• Ask questions that invite one to deeper self-

reflection. 

• Help the other person to 

pay attention to the grace of 

God in everyday life. 

• Invite the other person to re-

spond to God with greater free-

dom. 

• Point the other per-

son to practical spir-

itual disciplines. 

• Love and pray 

for the other per-

son. 

• Offer specific 

counsel when 

directed by the 

Holy Spirit 

Spiritual Direc-

tion is not the 

same as profession-

al counseling or pas-

toral care. All three are 

committed to holding a 

safe, sacred space where ques-

tions, doubts, loss, and difficult life 

stories can be expressed. They are each com-

mitted to confidentiality. And each has received spe-

cific training that requires continual supervision for 

their own growth and development.  

The pastor is focused on the spiritual well-being of an 

individual, and has ac-

cess to that person in a 

way that a counselor or 

spiritual director does 

not.  

A pastor may visit in the home, the hospital, or even 

socialize with people at a community event. The pas-

tor is a shepherd to individuals within a community. 

A counselor is focused on mental and emotional well-

being. Meetings occur during a scheduled time and 

place. Counselors are usually seen during a crisis. A 

spiritual director focuses on a person's ongoing rela-

Finding ‘spiritual direction,’ and a spiritual director! 
by Revs. Joyce Reed and David DeMott  

Spiritual direction is an 

invitation to intentional soul care. 

Continued on next page ... 

Resurrection Life 
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tionship with God. While he or she helps someone 

deepen in life with God, they do not replace a pas-

tor or church community.  Sessions occur monthly 

and can last for a year or longer. Each of these 

three positions has a role to play in an individual's 

well-being and should work in tandem. 

Spiritual direction is an invitation to intentional 

soul care. Inner guidance is often obscure. Who has 

not wanted someone who will listen reflectively and 

catch something that has been hidden in terms of one’s 

spiritual struggles and growth? 

The gift of spiritual direction is of someone who 

recognizes the Holy Spirit’s movements in anoth-

er. The disciplines of scripture reading, prayer, 

and silence are interwoven into the experience.  

How to find an ABC Spiritual Director 

American Baptist Spiritual Directors are listed at 

http://www.abcspiritualformation.com/find-

spiritual-director.html. ABCRM pastors or mem-

bers of the regional staff are also good places to 

start for recommendations. A spiritual direction 

session usually lasts one hour. While there is cost 

involved, often it is on a sliding scale. The first ses-

sion should be free to allow both the director and 

the directee to explore "the fit" of the relationship. 

This is also when expectations for both sides 

should be clearly stated. 

* The Rev. Joyce Reed is a spiritual director serving as a 

Global Coordinator of Spiritual Care with International 

Ministries. The Rev. David DeMott is a spiritual direc-

tor serving as pastor of The First Baptist Church, 

Grand Junction, Colo.  

Spiritual direction for soul care 
Continued from page 3 ... 

View the job description here 

If you are interested, 

please contact Karen Van 

at the ABCRM regional office. 

E-mail: kvan@abcrm.org 

Phone:  303.988.3900 

A Way to Serve Others 
Looking for a way 

to serve others in 

the region? 

 

And have office 

and administra-

tions skills? 

Answer a call to help those who are serving 

out their calls! 
The Region is currently looking for a part-time sec-

retary and bookkeeper. 

 

• Hours: 8-16 per week 

• Flexible Schedule (1 long day or  2-3 shorter) 

 

Required skills: 

• Familiarity with Word, QuickBooks, and Excel 

• Possess a “customer service focus” 

 

Office location: 

Centennial, near Park Meadows and IKEA 

Sisters Seeking Wholeness, 

State ABW conference to host  

Yana J.C. Pagan on June 5-6 

Location: Embassy Suites by Hilton,  DTC North 
7525 East Hampton Avenue, Denver, CO 80231 

Yana J. C. Pagan, MDiv, was ordained by the 
ABC-USA in 2008. Her MDiv. is from Palm-
er Theological Seminary (2006), and later 
ordained by the ABCOPAD region of Ameri-
can Baptist Home Mission Societies. Yana 
Pagan lives in Lancaster, Penn. 

Conference Activities: 
* Pizza/Bible study, * movie night, * Saturday Bible 
study, * several breakout sessions: Inspirational Mes-
sage, Informational Wellness, College Opportunity, 
Addictions Panel, * dinner/worship service, * state con-
ference mission  project. 

For more information, call: 
Rev. Dr. Kay Farley, 

303-909-8637 
or Dr. Jamie D. Johnson, 

720-879-2700 

mailto:kvan@abcrm.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Secretary/Bookkeeper%20position
https://8a8d6e7d-0eda-419c-98ce-65dd04d1b51b.filesusr.com/ugd/06f01a_f8e2da7788ad4ef985ee729c35e68cd4.pdf
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The distance between New Cas-

tle, Colo., and Kampala, Uganda, 

is roughly 8,700 miles, according to Google Maps. 

But, that calculation fails to account for one im-

portant factor—“God.” 

So, instead, the spiritual distance is much closer. In 

fact, it’s only a heartbeat away for Pastor Cody Fulk 

of New Hope Church, a flourishing congregation 

nestled in a Colorado mountain valley. 

Both Pastor Cody and his wife, Michaela, have trav-

eled between those two continents. Each have served 

in Uganda for six and five years, respectively. Yet, 

although those worlds 

might seem far apart, 

it’s their love for mar-

ginalized people that 

have united them in 

“heart.” 

“The mission field cer-

tainly opens your eyes,” 

Fulk said. “You see how 

God loves all of us—even those who don’t look like 

me.” And, with a delightful ring to his voice, Fulk 

adds, “I love the places that God has taken me!” 

For the past three years, Fulk has served as the Sen-

ior Pastor of New Hope Church. At his side is a vet-

eran New Castle resident of 29 years, Pastor Eddie 

Piker. However, as a young man, Fulk never imag-

ined that a pulpit would someday be on his vocation-

al horizon. Originally, he had pursued an engineer-

ing degree at the Colorado School of Mines. But it 

was God’s pursuit that called Fulk into a different 

direction. He changed schools, and graduated with a 

philosophy degree from Metropolitan State College 

of Denver—where he learned about “lots of reli-

gions” and logical modes of thought. 

“I remember 

my dad say-

ing to stick 

with engineer-

ing as a 

‘fallback,’” 

Fulk said. “It was like he was saying to put trust into 

some skills instead of the God who constantly speaks 

into our lives.” 

Jesus changes everything 

Fulk described his “calling” as a response to take his 

faith to a more intimate level. Not surprisingly, it’s a 

challenge shared by most pastors. It’s the daily call to 

carry our crosses, especially in uncertain situations. 

“I’m trying to follow Jesus,” Fulk said. “My ‘yes’ is 

always on the table, although I’m sometimes slow to 

get there!” 

For example, Fulk spent considerable time wrestling 

with the notion of going to Uganda. Part of his initial 

reluctance was out of concern for his growing family. 

Today, the couple have a total of eight children, 

which includes four adopted kids, and another 

whom they’re currently fostering. 

Despite those objections, however, God continued to 

offer reassurance. He spoke through both prayer and 

scripture, including Luke 10:2 (“The harvest is plenti-

ful, but the workers are few”) and Isaiah 6. Fulk 

eventually exhausted every excuse, including the fact 

that his wife wouldn’t want to leave the country. 

Even then, God confirmed the call in her, too. 

“I can relate to Peter in the Bible,” Fulk said. “I want 

to tell Jesus what to do … but He loves me anyway!” 

Taking the leaven out of the world 

With the approach of Easter, Fulk talked about his 

appreciation of the Old Tes-

 

How Cody Fulk has united hearts, worlds apart 

by Brian Keithline  

 

Continued on next page ... 



Page 6 

RMAB March/April 2020  What’s in this RMAB? 

tament. He sees those scrip-

tures as an invaluable resource to better understand 

how God’s redemption has worked throughout his-

tory. 

“It’s about recognizing the pictures that God has 

shown us,” Fulk said. 

In particular, Fulk has examined the metaphor of 

“leaven.” Since so many consumer products contain 

“leaven,” the presence of this ingredient has lost its 

significance. From a theological perspective, howev-

er, the symbolic beauty of Easter is that Jesus Christ 

has forever “taken” the leaven away. 

“It’s an affirmation of new life,” Fulk said. “It’s the 

glorious accomplishment of God’s continuous work 

of redemption throughout the ages.” 

Tied together with 

the concept of re-

demption is the em-

powerment that the 

resurrection affords 

to us. Essentially, 

Fulk reminds be-

lievers that they 

must grapple with 

a stark recognition:  

“We were once dead in our sins, but now Jesus 

makes us alive,” he said. 

With this transformation comes a new initiative. Je-

sus Christ empowers his followers to be a reflection 

of him unto others. In fact, the resurrection was pro-

ceeded by the Great Commission, in which Jesus 

proclaimed, “Go, and make disciples of all nations!” 

That command is still in effect today. 

“Jesus is what defines us and how we love others,” 

Fulk said. 

‘They just need neighbors’ 

Regardless of distance, a common thread weaves to-

gether the tapestry of nations: our humanity. Wheth-

er it’s in an African jungle or in the heart of a bus-

tling American city, people need each other. 

“They just need neighbors,” Fulk said, reflecting up-

on his personal experience. “People in America espe-

cially struggle with a sense of belonging. We need to 

know our neighbors and co-workers.” 

To help facilitate those conversations, Fulk calls up-

on his congregation to “live their faith in front of oth-

ers.” He encourages them to see their professional, 

relational, and familial lives as an expression of wor-

ship. To that effect, New Hope Church now com-

bines its kids and adult Sunday School curriculum 

into a shared theme. By doing so, parents and chil-

dren can discuss the lessons together. 

In addition, members have found new opportunities 

to use their previously untapped spiritual potential. 

Fulk strongly believes that healthy and vibrant con-

gregations are empowered to identify and to use 

their spiritual gifts. 

In doing so, the whole church works more fluidly as 

“the body of Christ.” 

On a personal level, it’s a constant reminder for 

Fulk to trust in God’s providential way to meet 

the needs of the church. Repeatedly, he has 

witnessed how God harmonizes each note and 

instrument of the church into a spiritual sym-

phony. Each talent and skill seems to compli-

ment the other. 

“I’ve learned that people need to function in 

their gifting,” Fulk said. “And, I have to re-

member to look for how they’re spiritually wired.” 

It’s almost become a sort of philosophy for this theo-

logian/philosopher: “I can have influence, but I don’t 

need to control everything. That’s not a healthy envi-

ronment. The church needs to keep running even if 

I’m not there.” 

Have a bike, will travel 

So, you might wonder: how does such a distin-

guished young pastor spend his spare time? Well, if 

Fulk isn’t on the trail with his family for a hike—or a 

walk through town—he’s on his motorcycle. In fact, 

in Uganda, he participated in adventure biking. 

There he rode a hybrid enduro/dirt bike on trips that 

could last up to 10 hours and cover a vast array of 

terrain. 

And maybe there’s a metaphor in that—to pick an 

area, and to go! Don’t worry about the big picture. 

After all, there’s no place where God hasn’t already 

been. 

Continued from page 5 ... 

A heart for marginalized people 
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Easter 

I agree with William 

Willimon, in his book, Undone By Easter, when he 

makes the statement, “Preachers dread the arrival of 

Easter, because these holy days bring the daunting 

task of finding new ways to tell the old stories that 

everyone’s heard so many times before. 

“But what if it’s only preachers who are bored with 

these stories?  What if people keep showing up at 

Easter because the story of God’s victory over death 

continues to be powerful for them? What if the point 

was not to capitulate to the culture's insatiable appe-

tite for novelty, but to tell the old stories faithfully, 

trusting in the power of the Spirit to make the text, 

the congregation, and yes, even 

the preacher come alive again in 

the preaching event?” 

Over my 38 year ministry at 

Crossroads Church, it was my re-

sponsibility to preach on the High 

Holy Days.  And every Easter I’d 

scramble to find a ‘twist,’ an 

‘angle,’ a ‘freshness’ to tell the sto-

ry of the greatest event to ever 

happen on earth: the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.   

I’d try to be clever, unique, and 

captivating.  I’ve used lynchpins to illustrate Paul’s 

powerful proclamation in 1 Cor. 15 about Christians 

being the most pitiful people on earth had Jesus not 

risen from the dead.  We even handed a lynchpin to 

everyone attending the service as a reminder of how 

the resurrection of Jesus is the ‘key’ or the ‘lynchpin’ 

of our faith. 

I’ve filmed my Easter sermon in advance and then 

played the video on Easter Sunday … from a ceme-

tery, a CrossFit gym, a tomb in Israel.   

I’ve taken the key figures from the Easter narratives 

and used their stories to tie into the lives of people 

who were attending Easter service.  I even did a re-

make of a sermon I heard years ago using baseball as 

an analogy tied to the meaning of Easter. 

One year I just told the Easter story straight up, but 

every paragraph (which was seven times during the 

sermon), I interrupted it—and inserted the random 

and startling narration of a popular TV commercial.  

My point at the end was simply to not let the distrac-

tions and interruptions of life dilute or distort the 

power of the resurrection. 

As I look back, and if someone were to ask me today, 

I’d side with Willimon.  I’d tell my younger self, 

“These people aren’t here to see you be clever,” 

Skattum.  These people are here on 

Easter to be reminded of the world-

shattering truth of Jesus Christ, who 

is risen from the dead because of 

His great and august love for them. 

Easter services are usually larger in 

attendance than the other fifty one 

Sundays in the year.  Obviously, 

some of that increase is due to tradi-

tions, family expectations, and cul-

tural habits, but whatever the rea-

son, it’s the one Sunday on which I 

can retell and relate the story of re-

demption—and everyone expects to hear it.  In fact, 

they’re at church knowing what the topic is and they 

came to hear it. 

So, maybe keeping Easter fresh is more about keep-

ing it fresh in my own heart and my life.   

Maybe the Easter narrative is both refreshing and 

stirring for people who come to church on Easter 

Sunday because it’s something I really believe and 

apply and understand as the only hope for all the 

world.  

They see belief in my eyes and hear belief in my 

voice and are drawn to it for Continued on next page ... 

Resurrection Ministry 
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International Ministries, the missional branch of 

the American Baptist Churches that helps to train 

and to send global servants into the world, is 

hosting the Hear the Call Retreat July 11-13. The 

retreat begins at 5 p.m. Saturday and runs 

through 9 p.m. Monday at Green Lake Conference 

Center, W2511 State Road 23, Green Lake, Wis-

consin 54941. 

Hear the Call is for adults who are exploring a 

personal call to join God in global mission. Partici-

pants will interact with global servants and staff 

of International Ministries who will answer ques-

tions, address misconceptions and help attendees 

evaluate their call. Worship, inspirational messag-

es, Bible study and personal reflection time all 

combine to make this a powerful discernment ex-

perience. 

By the end of the weekend, participants will have 

a clear conception of the next steps in the process 

and a deeper understanding of the culture and 

missiology of International Ministries. 

For more information click on the below link or 

go to: https://www.internationalministries.org/

hear-the-call/ 

‘Hear the Call’ helps adults join 

God in a call to global missions 

Kim Skattum 

Pastor to Pastor 

Easter stays fresh when in our hearts 

Continued from page 7 ... 

its believable message of hope.  The type of “hope” for 

which everyone is longing. 

Maybe it’s about getting the story so deep in me that 

when I read it or tell it, the story glows and shines 

simply on it’s own merit.   

And then when I invite people to let it impact their 

lives, when I encourage them to live in the power and 

truth of the resurrection, they consider it seriously not 

because I was clever, but simply because it is power-

ful, life-changing and supernatural. 

Keeping Easter fresh is like keeping the sunrise fresh.  

I have to look past the regularity and mundaneness of 

it and wonder at the miracle of it.  I have to see it for 

what it is, breath deeply of it’s truth and impact, and 

then simply share the story in all of the wonder and 

amazement of what it means to me. 

ABCRM is excited to announce that it has recently 

awarded the Pueblo Legacy Grant to four area church-

es. These awards help to illustrate how some of our lo-

cal churches are reaching out to their respective neigh-

borhoods in order to create relational “connectivity.” 

The award recipients are: 

* First Baptist Church in Sterling, which is starting a

“Community Outreach Recovery Program.”

* Solomon Temple, which received a grant to help

fund monthly neighborhood meals in their community.

* Crossroads Church, which is working with Beyond

Home to repair a property for a single mom and her

three kids.

* First Baptist Church Colorado Springs, which is

hosting a “Lift Your Voice” Communal Meal and Ser-

vice in order to help celebrate Black History Month.

Congratulations to these churches and to their congre-

gations! The deadlines for the grant application are Jan. 31 

and July 31 of the awarding year. For more infor-

mation, click here. 

RMAB March/April 2020 

ABCRM awards Pueblo Grants 

Rocky Mountain Gospel Festival 
Promoted in part by First Baptist Church, Longmont 

Friday, May 29 at 6 p.m—Saturday, May 30 at 9 p.m. 

Event Schedule:  

Session 1, Friday from 6-9 p.m. 

Session 2, Saturday, from 2-4 p.m. 

Session 3, Saturday, from 6-9 p.m. 

One price covers all sessions. Both night sessions fea-

ture The Kingsmen and The Wisecarvers. Day session 

will feature a Hymn Sing and local groups. 

Crowne Plaza Denver Airport Convention Center 

15500 East 40th Ave., Denver, Co 80239 

Contact: (303) 776-1128 

Click here for more information and to purchase tickets. 

https://www.internationalministries.org/hear-the-call/
https://www.internationalministries.org/hear-the-call/
https://www.abcrm.org/resources
https://fbclongmont.brushfire.com/gospel-music-festival/463644


 Page 9 

What’s in this RMAB?  RMAB March/April 2020 

Editor’s Note: This article relates to the advice on find-

ing a spiritual director on page 3 of our newsletter. 

Here, Mike Oldham shares his insight on what it 

means to walk through our spiritual journey—in 

community with one another. 

I might be the wrong person to write this article. 

Perhaps, even, the last person to write this particular 

article. But, in doing so, perhaps 

it’s a way to finally articulate a 

facet of my spiritual life that I’ve 

tried to keep well hidden. 

Hiding in Plain Sight 

Nicodemus was a rabbi, a leader 

of the Jews, and a Pharisee (see 

John 3:1-21). Until recently, I kept 

the Nicodemus narrative in that 

part of Scripture that I have checked off, “Done that, 

next.” In our revivalistic theology, “you must be born 

again” was part of the journey into the faith and into 

the church. I checked that box. 

And then, God decided to reclaim this story in my 

life. Now in my fifties, with years of ministry as a 

pastor and on region staff, I need to read this text 

from a different angle. Nicodemus was not a tax col-

lector or demoniac or even one of the “crowd” who 

followed Jesus. He was a teacher. He was respected. 

He was a leader. He was part of the reform party that 

was working to purity a Judaism that had grown lax. 

He had a deep knowledge of and understanding of 

the Law and the Prophets. 

Nicodemus wanted to sneak in the side door at night 

to see Jesus. He wanted to privately raise questions 

about Jesus’ teachings. Internally, there was a battle 

between his external practices of the Jewish faith and 

the radical difference he saw in Jesus. Nic wanted to 

keep this conversation just between himself and Je-

sus. He had too much to lose if people knew about 

his questions and his internal struggles.  

As a pastor, and now on region staff, I feel the pres-

sure that I think Nic was feeling that night he came to 

Jesus. What if people in my congregation realize that 

too often I am not very spiritual? What if they knew 

that I don’t pray nearly enough? What if they knew 

that too often I am driven by shame and fear? What if 

I have more questions than answers? What if my 

family isn’t perfect? What if people find out that I 

have read every Harry Potter book (more than once)?  

Robert Mulholland writes,  

When we are in control of our relationship with 

God, when we try to maintain a privatized spirit-

uality, we have to maintain a defensive posture 

toward others. We have to protect ourselves 

against them because we sense, unconsciously if 

not consciously, that there is a fatal flaw some-

where in our privatized spirituality—and anyone 

might disclose it. I have to keep you at arm’s 

length lest you reveal the weakness, the flaw, in 

my privatized spirituality (Mulholland, Invitation 

to a Journey, p. 179) 

Living in Community 

Jesus intentionally trained his apprentices not in a 

classroom but in a community. They walked with 

Jesus, ate with one another, learned from each other 

and from Jesus. They failed in front of each other. 

They got annoyed with one another (you know some 

of them snored, some failed to do their fair share of 

the work, and others who always wanted to walk 

right next to Jesus). Jesus often revealed their grow-

ing spiritual edges in that community. He put them 

on the spot with questions. They were not sent out 

alone to pray, they were sent out together to do 

“gospel.” In that community, 

I am not ashamed: Why it’s okay 

to be against privatized spirituality 

Spiritual Companionship 

Continued on next page ... 
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they were transformed. 

Spiritual Companionship 

We all need spiritual companions. This is different 

than attending a worship service together. Worshiping 

together as a community of believers is great, but we 

need people with whom we can be honest and real. 

For years, I have worked with Sr. Mary Colleen. She 

has been a true friend and companion (a.k.a. spiritual 

director) on this journey. Because we have journeyed 

together so long, she knows that there are still times 

that I  attempt to hide my brokenness and bondage. 

She does not reject me. I can walk into her office with 

my false-self on full display. She knows. She does not 

shame me or judge me. She listens and invites me to be 

healed by God’s transforming grace. Most of all , she 

holds me in prayer; gently, perpetually in prayer.  

Approaching Easter 

As we approach Resurrection Sunday, what if we 

looked more like Mary Magdalene instead of Nicode-

mus (see John 20:1-18) What if we took all of our 

doubts and fears to the grave in broad daylight? What 

if, we don’t hide our questions, but we share them 

with fellow companions on the journey, “We don’t 

know where they have laid him?” Mary, unlike the 

male disciples, went in search of answers. She told the 

disciples that Jesus’ body was missing. She asked the 

“gardener” where they had laid his body. She did not 

hide.  

I think for many of us, our spiritual default is to hide 

behind a facade. I think it is in deep spiritual friend-

ships, whether a spiritual director or a group of spir-

itual pilgrims, that we are able to allow God to trans-

form us. It is in those moments of vulnerability that 

God’s sets us free from our captivity. 

What if in this resurrection season, we allow Jesus to 

transform our questions, doubts, and bondage? What 

if we were not alone at the grave? What if we sit in the 

cemetery until Jesus speaks our name? What if we can 

sing and shout, “I have seen the Lord.” What if we do 

this in a community of fellow pilgrims, not as the 

teacher, leader of a church, or Region Staff person. 

Mike Oldham 

Ministry and Mission Coach 

We all need spiritual companions 

Continued from page 9 ... 

Jane Loring Jones Scholarships 

now available for ABW Students 

Any American Baptist Women student can now 

apply for the Jane Loring Jones scholarship. The 

following qualifications are: 

• Being an active member of your church 

• Graduating with a high school diploma 

• Enrolling as a full-time undergraduate stu-

dent at any accredited university or college 

To apply for the Jane Loring 

Jones application, or for more 

information, click here. 

Applications will be available 

March 30 and will be due 

May 1. 

The chair of the scholarship 

committee is Dr. Jamie D. 

Johnson, jljscholarship@gmail.com 

Camp Wyoba Women’s Retreat 

to discuss ‘Resurrection’ topics 

Camp Wyoba recently announced that this year’s 

Women’s Retreat (held Aug. 28-30—Friday, din-

ner, to Sunday, lunch) will  be learning about 

“Resurrection Life in a World of Suffering.” 

The video presentation comes from the 2016 

Women’s Conference of The Gospel Coalition . 

The intended hope is that viewers and partici-

pants not only join in like-minded fellowship, but 

that they also learn more about their identity in 

Christ, and how Christian women are to live as 

redeemed sojourners in this hurting world. 

For more information, click here. 

Work Week kicks off camp experiences 

Anyone who wants to play hard and work hard 

on Casper Mountain is invited to Wyoba’s Work 

Week on June 8-12. This year the effort will be fo-

cused on fire suppression. Chain saws and 

mulchers will be in good use. 

www.abcrm.org/resources
www.wyoba.org
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March 

 1 ............ Church Planting Sunday 

 10-11 .... Steve Cuss Workshop (Handling Anxiety) 

 16-21 .... ABW CO Mission Trip (Rainbow Acres) 

 20-30 .... Teaching Trip to Chiapas, Mexico 

 25-27 .... Audit Fieldwork 

 30 .......... ABW Scholarship applications available 

April 

 5 ............ Palm Sunday 

 12 .......... Easter Sunday 

May 

 1-2 ........ Youth/Pastor, Leader Retreat 

  (at Messiah Mountain Retreat Center) 

Calendar  

Youth Camps for 2020 
Senior High      July 12 – 18  
Junior High       July 19 - 25            
Junior               July 5 - 11       
Primary            July 26 - 29           
Mini-Camp       June 28 - 30   

Work Week  June 8 – 12, Monday – Friday  
 
Post- High Retreat July 31 – Aug. 2,  
   Friday dinner – Sunday  
 
Fellowship Weekend Aug. 6 – 8, Thursday - Saturday 
 
Women’s Retreat August 28 – 30, 
   Friday dinner – Sunday  lunch 

Camp experiences for both 
families and Adults in 2020 

Discover the variety and peacefulness of Casper Moun-

tain with these upcoming events for the New Year. 

Mark your calendars and explore Wyoming this year! 

Mission Opportunity 

Mission volunteers needed to 

ride into Sturgis this summer 

More people than ever are expected to descend 

upon the Black Hills this year (Aug. 7-16) for the 

80th Sturgis Black Hills Rally, and American 

Baptists will be there to help with a variety of 

needs. 

Established as the ABC Emergency Services Cen-

ter, this mission project looks for volunteers to 

help meet, feed, transport, and to counsel some 

of the nearly 400,000 people (on average) who 

attend the rally. You don’t need a motorcycle to 

participate … but you do need a heart for evan-

gelism. 

The Emergency Services Center especially needs 

women volunteers to help assist the large per-

centage of women and children who also attend 

the event. 

If you can help out for the entire week—or part 

of it—there’s an opportunity waiting just for 

you. 

Click on the below links in order to view the 

event flyer and application. And pastors, share 

this information with your congregants … who 

might be motorcycle enthusiasts who would 

love the chance to attend—and to minister—at 

Sturgis. 

This event is sponsored jointly by ABC Dakotas 

and ABC Nebraska. 

Click here for the event application and for bul-

letin inserts to share.  

https://8a8d6e7d-0eda-419c-98ce-65dd04d1b51b.filesusr.com/ugd/06f01a_3c2983d7fe594181aaf03f9da41375f0.pdf
https://8a8d6e7d-0eda-419c-98ce-65dd04d1b51b.filesusr.com/ugd/06f01a_b703083a814b400b940f6c03f6502bcc.pdf
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Ministerial Student Grant Available 

For Women Going into the Ministry 

 

Available through 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries 

of Colorado 

 

Application must be submitted and approved prior 

to the first term of study, and sent to the below chair-

person of the scholarship committee.  

 

Dr. Jamie D. Johnson, Chair of Scholarship Committee,  

ministerialstudentgrant@gmail.com 

(720) 879-2700 

To apply for the Ministerial Student Grant application, click here. 

Contact your local ABW Ministries President for further information 

Application will be available March 30 

American Baptist Women Students 

Currently Enrolled in an Accredited Progam 

Can Apply for the Jane Loring Jones Scholarship 

 

Applicants must meet the following qualifications: 

• Be an active member of their church 

• Will graduate with a high school diploma 

• Will be a full-time student at an accredited college, 

university of local community college. 

 

For more information or to download the application, 

click here. Applications available Mar. 30, due May 1. 

Dr. Jamie D. Johnson, Chair of Scholarship Committee,  

ministerialstudentgrant@gmail.com 

(720) 879-2700 

abcrm.org/resources
www.abcrm.org/resources
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Colorado American Baptist Women’s Ministries Conference 

to be held 

June 5-6, 2020 

 

Embassy Suites by Hilton, Denver Tech Center North, 

7525 East Hampton Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80231 

 

Theme:  Sisters Seeking Wholeness 

 

Our Theme Scripture: “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your 

own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”  1 

Corinthians 6:19-20 (ESV) 

 

SAVE THE DATE, PLAN TO ATTEND AND BRING FRIENDS! 

 

Welcome, to our Colorado ABW Ministries 2020 Conference: 

Your energetic Conference Committee has been planning to offer you a 

dynamic refreshing, rejuvenating, and fantastic fun-filled program, with 

exciting fellowship times. 

 
Our enlightening guest speaker is the Rev. Yana Pagan of Lancaster, Penn. She received her master of divini-

ty degree from Palmer Theological Seminary and was ordained in 2008 by the American Baptist Churches 

USA ABCOPAD Region of American Baptist Home Mission Societies. She is the chaplain and adjunct profes-

sor of Justice of Faith, Reason, and Justice.  She comes with exceptional motivation to serve our Creator and 

community with knowledge and wisdom; focusing on one person at a time. This is ONE Conference YOU 

don’t want to miss! 

 

Keep your excitement high and stay tuned for more information to share with your teenagers and ALL wom-

en. First-Timers Registration Discounted Fee is only $35. 

 

ALSO: the church with the highest number of “first-timers” will receive 

special recognition. 

Blessings, 

Jamie D. Johnson, PhD & Rev. Dr. Katherine Farley, Co-Chairs  
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This newsletter will now be 
published every two months, 

beginning March 1, 2020. 
 

The new deadline for 
submissions is the 15th of 

each month. 
Send submissions to 
kvan@abcrm.org 

 
Additional information: 

Brian Keithline 
Communications 

Keithline.brian@gmail.com 
 

Reprint permission is granted 
to ABCRM churches. 

We’re  by Christ, to 

reflect his and today. 

http://www.abcrm.org/
mailto:svanostran@abcrm.org
mailto:kvan@abcrm.org?subject=Newsletter%20Events%20and%20Submissions
mailto:keithline.brian@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Information%20Inquiry



